Asia. Unfriendly and sometimes tense relations between some countries have restricted opportunities for intraregional trade and infrastructure development. With the significant investments in infrastructure by these countries' governments and international financial institutions as well as by foreign investors, conditions are favorable to increase regional integration, maximize the transit potential of the region, and restore the historic role of central Asia as the crossroads of the silk roads connecting Asia and Europe. Pomfret expands on this potential in the last chapter of his book, expressing cautious optimism for central Asia to restore its historic influence.
Pomfret's book would have been stronger if it had focused more on the private sector's perspective on national and regional economic development models and on the links between foreign direct investment, employment, and hard and soft infrastructure development for better connectivity and trade.
Overall, the book makes a significant contribution to the study of the evolution of the economies of central Asia and to evaluating the potential of these countries to meet the challenges and opportunities of the 21st century.
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